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Network North and the Yorkshire and 
Humber Transport Priorities 

What is Network North and what does it mean for 

Yorkshire and Humber? 

Network North is a £36 billion plan that rebalances funding for phase 2a and 2b 
of HS2 into a broader range of projects for people in the North, Midlands and 

nationwide. The schemes within Network North strongly align with the Yorkshire 
and Humber Priorities namely the inclusion of Norther Powerhouse Rail (NPR) in 
the plan and bringing Hull, Bradford and She�eld into NPR, capital investment 
in the public transport network including upgrades to rail lines, additional bus 
service improvement plan funding and investment in mass transit systems. The 
map overleaf presents our understanding of what is included within Network 

North from a Yorkshire and Humber perspective.
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Schemes currently included in Network North Plan

Northern Powerhouse 
Rail:

1. Electrifying and 
improving the line 
speed between Hull 
to Leeds

2. Electrifying and 
improving the line 
speed between Hull 
to She�eld.

3. Upgrade and electrify 
the line between 
She�eld and Leeds

4. Electrify the Hope 
Valley Line between 
She�eld to 
Manchester

5. A new Bradford 
station facilitating a 
new rail connection 
to Manchester via 
Huddersfield.

6. Better connect 
Manchester to 
Liverpool

Reconnect 
Communities by 
reopening closed lines:

7. Restore Don Valley 
Line between 
She�eld and 
Stocksbridge

8. Reopen the disused 
Barrow Hill line

Yorkshire priority 
Major Road Network 
and Large Local Major 
road schemes:

12. A164/Jock’s Lodge 
Junction improvement 
scheme

13. A1237 York Outer 
Ring Road dualling 
phase 1

14. Dawson’s Corner 
Junction and 
Stanningley Bypass

15. A650 Tong Street, 
Bradford

16. Shalesmoor Gateway

17. She�eld City Region 
Innovation Corridor

18. A1079 improvement 
scheme, Wilberfoss

19. A1237 YORR dualling 
phase 2 - Wetherby 
Road to A19

Yorkshire priority 
smaller road schemes:

20. Shipley Eastern 
Congestion Relief 
Road

21. A 1 - A 19 Hickleton 
bypass

Reconnect 
communities by 
building new rail 
stations across the 
Yorkshire region:

9. Rotherham Mainline

10. Haxby

11. Waverley

23. South Yorkshire 
Supertram renewal 
and extensions

Bus rapid transit 
corridors:

24. Leeds

25. Bradford

26. She�eld

22. Fully funded West 
Yorkshire Mass Transit 
system creating 
a transformative 
network of up to 
7 lines connecting 
Leeds with 
Huddersfield, 
Wakefield, Bradford 
and Halifax.

Better bus-rail 
interchanges:

27. Scarborough
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The missing priorities

Pledges made within Network North strongly align with the regions objectives. 
But there are priority areas for Yorkshire and Humber which are not included. 
These can be summarised as:

1.  Rail Network upgrades through electrification

Network North includes the upgrade and electrification of some but not all key elements of the 
rail network within and to Yorkshire and Humber. There are a number of electrification upgrades 
identified as priorities for Yorkshire and Humber which are currently missing or not adequately 
reflected in Network North.

2.  Midlands, Yorkshire and North East Study (MYNES)

Evidence already exists on the implications and opportunities for Yorkshire and Humber following 
the cancellation of HS2 beyond Birmingham. This study needs to draw conclusions rapidly and 
allocate funding to deliver the agreed outputs.

3.  Necessary strategic highway schemes 

Sections of the Strategic Road Network (SRN) in and to Yorkshire are impacted by increasing 
congestion and reliability issues. There are a focused number of improvements needed to the 
SRN to ensure improved tra�c conditions around and to several major settlements. 

4.  Conversion of bus fleet into low carbon 

The region has already seen a number of operators within the area receive funding to support the 
introduction of zero emission buses to their fleet. More funding is needed for the conversion of 
the bus fleet to low carbon as part of a broader funding solution for buses.

5.  Affordable and integrated ticketing strategy 

Network North includes a commitment to support seamless travel by enabling contactless or 
smart payments. The government has not supported ticketing strategies development work as 
part of the regional devolution deals within Yorkshire, despite the region’s need for an integrated 
ticketing strategy.

A full breakdown of schemes which the region has identified as significant but 
which are currently absent from Network North can be found in the map overleaf.
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Priorities for the region currently absent from Network North

1. Fully electrify and upgrade the Midland Main Line 
between London St Pancras, the East Midlands to 
She�eld

New rail stations 
across the Yorkshire 
region:

14. Dearne Valley 
Parkway

15. Leeds Bradford 
Airport Parkway

16. Thorpe Park

17. East Gateway

Station capacity 
improvements in:

18. Leeds

19. Hull

Work with partners to 
develop the role and an 
associated portfolio of 
projects for rail freight 
especially connecting 
into Freeport 
(electrification) and:

20. Transpennine rail 
freight opportunities

Yorkshire and Humber Rail upgrade schemes of 
significance:

2. Electrification of 
Leeds- Harrogate 
-York Line

3. Electrification of the 
Calder Valley Line

4. Electrification of 
South Humber Bank 
rail link

5. Increase line speed 
on South Humber 
Bank Transpennine 
section

6. Penistone line further 
upgrades

7. Scarborough-
York Line - Station 
Enhancements

8. Additional train 
services between 
Goole and Leeds

9. Reintroduce direct 
service between 
Cleethorpes and 
Manchester Airport

10. A second fast train 
between She�eld 
and Leeds

11. Second service per 
hour between Hull 
and Manchester

12. Cleethorpes to 
London direct service

13. Barnsley to London 
direct service

Strategic road schemes 
of Yorkshire significance 
on National Highway’s 
Network:

21. A1 Doncaster 
- Darrington 
Improvement

22. A64 Dualling

Improvements to the 
Tran -Pennine crossings, 
including:

23. A628 (Woodhead)

24. Mottram Bypass

Smaller road schemes 
which could be funded 
through a new road 
fund:

Other routes requiring 
improvement for 
consideration:

25. A15

26. A57

27. Reopening of 
Doncaster She�eld 
Airport
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In order to deliver on these priorities the Yorkshire and Humber regional transport 
sub group have identified the following road map which includes actions and 
commitments required from local, regional and national stakeholders.

Short Term

Continuation and expansion 
of Zero Emission Bus Regional 

Areas (ZEBRA) Scheme

Government commits  
to  funding outputs to 

 MYNES work.

Inclusion of integrated ticketing 
strategy development work in 

devolution agreements between 
Combined Authorities and 

Government

Strategic road schemes of Yorkshire 
significance on National Highway’s 

Network identified in Road 
Investment Strategy 3 (RIS3) 

Development 

and delivery 

of Integrated 

Ticketing Strategy

Delivery of 

Northern 

Powerhouse Rail 

in its entirety

Delivery of key 

schemes on the 

Strategic Road 

Network.

Expansion and 

delivery of 

mass transit in 

South and West 

Yorkshire.

Development 

and delivery 

of schemes 

and initiatives 

emerging from the 

MYNES

Long term

We need a North of England Rail 
Investment Strategy to operationalise 

Network North and fully reflect Northern 
Powerhouse Rail

Increased  
revenue funding  

to enable scheme 
development


